
 
 

ST JUDE’S PARISH PRIMARY SCHOOL 
MERCY – PEACE – LOVE  
USE YOUR KIND HEART 

 
 
21st August, 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
We have reached the mid-point of the term and living through this Stage Four Covid-19 lockdown, 
which has placed restrictions on so many aspects of our lives. Our thoughts are with you all and we 
are acutely aware that the lack of normal routine, the requirement to work from home, the reduced 
work hours for many, and for some, the loss of jobs, are all factors contributing to already 
challenging times.  
 
There is the added layer of supporting your children to access the learning. We understand the 
demands many of you are facing on the home front and appreciate the commitment, support and 
effort so many of you have displayed in your determination to make the best of the situation. We 
appreciate all that you are doing and please remember to reach out if there is anything we can do to 
support your child/ren and family. 
 
SCHOOL FEE/LEVY SUPPORT  
As students are learning from home, I have been working closely with our business manager to 
determine the financial savings we can pass on to our families. I can now advise that we will be 
applying an exemption of $60 per student to every family. This is an acknowledgment that planned 
activities such as excursions/incursions will unlikely be happening this year which form part of the 
student levy. This exemption will appear on your next account. Where families have already paid the 
full year in advance, the savings will be credited towards 2021 fees. 

 
Where families are experiencing financial hardship due to loss of income during the COVID-19 lock 
down, please know that we are here to support you. If you are experiencing difficulty please be in 
touch with me via phone or email. Thank you to families who are continuing to contribute their 
regular payments. 
 
PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
As you would have already read via a CareMonkey that was sent out earlier in the week, parent 
teacher interviews will be held next Thursday 27/8 and Friday 28/8. If you are having any issues with 
booking in for either a video or phone call please contact the school office for assistance. Unlike our 
previous interviews we will not be holding three-way conversations, we are not expecting your child 
to be at the interview. 
Next Thursday there will be the normal morning check in via GoogleMeet but we will not be holding 
other meets on Thursday the 27th August.  
 
2021 PREP INTERVIEWS 
We are in the process of organising our 2021 Prep interviews which will be held online. If you have a 
child attending next year please book a time. We are still taking enrolments for 2021. 
 
 

NOW TAKING 
PREP ENROLMENTS FOR 2021 

See our school website for our Virtual Tour 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
This story below was sent to me by one of our school parents – thank you!  
 

Sometimes I just want it to stop. Talk of COVID, protests, 
looting, brutality. I lose my way. Become convinced that this “new normal” is real life. 
But, then I meet an 87 year old man who talks of living through Polio, diphtheria, Vietnam, 
protests and yet is still enchanted with life. 
He seemed surprised when I said that 2020 must be especially challenging for him. “No”, he 
said slowly looking me straight in the eyes, “I learned a long time ago to not see the world 
through the printed headlines, I see the world through the people that surround me. I see the 
world with the realization that we love big. Therefore, I just choose to write my own 
headlines.” 
“Husband loves life today.” 
“Family drops everything to come to Grandmas bedside.” He patted my hand, “old man, 
makes new friend”. 
His words collide with my worries, freeing them from the tether I had been holding tight. 
They float away. I am left with a renewed spirit. My headline now reads ‘woman 
overwhelmed by the spirit of kindness and the reminder that our capacity to love is never 
ending” 
Author unknown 
 
 
 
It has certainly resonated with me and given me an opportunity to reframe my thinking. In a time 
where we are faced with many uncertainties and tend to be consumed with negative headlines, the 
timing of this was perfect for me. I hope it can also bring you some comfort in these challenging 
times. 
 
Today’s headline.... 
 

“St. Jude’s Primary School Langwarrin in it together” 
 
 
 
 
 
Take care. 
Let’s keep using our kind hearts. 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Marita O’Sullivan 
Principal 


